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Abstract
Background and aim: Intrahospital Transport (IHT) of critically ill patients is always associated with the

incidence of Adverse Events (AEs). Identifying and managing these events ensures the safety of patients. The
aim of this study was to determine the incidence of AEs and related factors in IHT of critically ill patients.
Methods: In this prospective observational study, 171 cases of Intensive Care Unit (ICU) patients transferred
in the first half of 2019 were investigated. After obtaining the approval of the Research Ethics Committee,
the study data were collected and recorded by using a researcher-made checklist during the transfer process.
Results: In 79.54% of IHTSs, at least one AEs occurred. The highest number of AEs (37.39%) occurred
during transfer phase. Decreased Spo2 (43.39%) and decreased level of consciousness (42.15%) were the
most common ADs, respectively. Multiple logistic regression analysis identified endotracheal intubation as
independent predictor of AEs in the transportation process.

Conclusion: According to the findings, the incidence of AEs during the IHT process of ICU patients is high.
Critically ill patients with endotracheal intubation were at higher risk. Adoption of strategies such as efficient
and adequate transfer team composition, continuous monitoring of patient status, use of standard checklists
and sound equipment are crucial.
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